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Media	Release	

Australian Rugby Superstars Visit Laos 

(16	 August,	 2018)	 Vien8ane,	 Lao	 PDR	 -	 Olympic	 Gold	 Medalist	 CharloGe	 Caslick,	 Australian	 Men’s	
Na8onal	Team	Captain	Lewis	Holland,	and	Former	Australian	Women’s	Na8onal	Team	Captain	Rebecca	
Tavo	are	visi8ng	Laos	to	support	the	growth	of	rugby	coaches	and	players	in	Lao	PDR.		

Organised	by	the	Australian	Embassy	in	Laos,	ChildFund	Laos,	the	Lao	Rugby	Federa8on,	and	Tribe7s,	
the	Australian	superstars	have	been	training	with	the	Lao	Na8onal	Teams	and	suppor8ng	the	growth	
of	 Champa	 Ban	 powered	 by	 ChildFund	 Pass	 It	 Back	 youth	 rugby	 in	 Vien8ane	 Capital	 and	 Xieng	
Khouang	Province	during	their	visit.	

Charlo7e Caslick is an interna:onal rugby superstar who won gold at the first-ever Olympic Rugby 7s in 
Rio de Janeiro in 2016. That year, she won World Rugby 7s Player of the Year. Year aOer year, she 
con:nues to be a standout player and role model for young people worldwide. “I'm really looking 
forward to working with the team at the Lao Rugby Federa:on and to suppor:ng the ChildFund Pass It 
Back program,” said Caslick on her public Facebook profile. “My brother, Sam Caslick, and my mate, 
Rebecca Tavo, have already spent :me in Vien:ane helping the Lao na:onal team prepare last year and 
their reports on the awesome work being done in Laos made me put this on top of my to-do list once we 
got a break in our schedule.” 

Caslick is joined by fellow Australian superstar, Lewis Holland, who is Captain of the Australian Men’s 
Na:onal 7s team. Holland also par:cipated in the Australian squad for the 2016 Olympics in Rio de 
Janeiro, but was forced to pull out with a hamstring injury. He has con:nued to lead the team through 
the most recent 2018 Rugby World Cup, and has big plans for the future. 	

The visit kicked off with a full day of training ac:vi:es in Vien:ane Capital. Tavo, Holland, and Caslick led 
a training clinic for six teams of 11-16 year-old Champa Ban powered by ChildFund Pass It Back youth 
rugby players. These young athletes will be using the inspira:on and new skills from the training at a 
tournament in Vien:ane this weekend where U16 teams from Vien:ane Capital and Xieng Khouang 
Province will compete against each other. The winning teams will be presented with trophies by the 
Australian stars themselves, who will be pitch side for the final rounds.  

Caslick, Holland, and Tavo also led a training for DAC Lao Na:onal Team hopefuls, a pool of elite players 
who hope to be selected to compete in a number of interna:onal tournaments coming up later in the 
year. Ms. Tavo helped train the DAC Lao Women’s Na:onal team last year, alongside Ms. Caslick’s 
younger brother, as part of a growing rugby rela:onship between Australia and Lao PDR. 

On Friday 17 August, the Australian Embassy in Laos hosted a welcoming event at the Australian 
Embassy Recrea:on Facility. Colleagues from ChildFund Laos, the Lao Rugby Federa:on and the 
Australian Embassy were able to welcome the interna:onal athletes alongside partners from the Lao 
Ministry of Educa:on and Sport, the Lao Olympic Commi7ee, the Lao Women’s Union and the Lao Youth 
Union. 

Caslick, Tavo, and Holland will depart from Vien:ane on 19 August to visit Xieng Khouang, where they 
hope to contribute to the growth and development of the sport in the lead up to the Lao Na:onal 
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Games set to be hosted in Phonesavanh in November,  where rugby will be an exhibi:on sport for the 
first :me. The Australian athletes will spend the first day of their visit in Nonghet District, where they will 
observe a Champa Ban powered by ChildFund Pass It Back rugby and life skills session led by local 
Coaches that helps players learn and prac:ce important life skills centred around rugby’s values.  

The following day, they will lead an outreach clinic to share their passion for rugby with new young 
players and support Lao Coaches in recrui:ng new players for the upcoming Champa Ban powered by 
ChildFund Pass It Back season set to begin later this month.  Over the remainder of their trip, the 
Australian heroes will also enjoy several meals and mee:ngs with Coaches from nearby villages and 
travel to Paek District to support with further outreach and new player recruitment events. 

This season marks an important :me of growth for Lao Rugby; Coaches in Vien:ane Capital, Xieng 
Khouang Province, and, for the first :me, Vien:ane Province, are in the midst of recrui:ng teams for the 
upcoming school year. With more than 40 new teams joining Champa Ban powered by ChildFund Pass It 
Back curriculum in Laos, Coaches are working hard to introduce new players to the benefits of the sport. 
Role models like Caslick, Tavo, and Holland help old and new players get excited about rugby and inspire 
the next genera:on of leaders. 

We would like to thank our partners including ChildFund Australia, the Australian Embassy in Laos and 
Tribe 7s for making this visit possible, and for con:nuing to support the mission of growing the sport of 
rugby in Laos. We would also like to thank Ms. Tavo, Mr. Holland, and Ms. Caslick for generously giving 
their :me and energy to growing the interna:onal rugby family. 

	
Our	Event	Partners:	

ChildFund	Pass	It	Back	Partners:		
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NOTES	TO	THE	EDITOR:	

About	the	Lao	Rugby	Federa8on	
The Lao Rugby Federa:on (LRF) was formed in 2001. Since then, the LRF has gone on to gain full 
membership of Asian Rugby, associate member status of World Rugby and most importantly, registra:on 
with the Elite Sports Department of the Lao Ministry of Educa:on and Sport (MoES). 

The LRF is the governing body for all rugby ac:vi:es within the Lao PDR. LRF ac:vi:es are focused on 
developing the sport through a school and community development programme, suppor:ng domes:c 
and elite teams to improve and developing a sound structure to provide transparent and accountable 
financial and administra:ve support to the sport. 

The LRF mission is: To provide opportuni:es for men and women, boys and girls, social and elite players 
and those in urban and rural areas to par:cipate in the sport of rugby, whilst ensuring that health 
benefits and personal development opportuni:es are realised to their fullest extent. 

The LRF understands that this can only be achieved by ensuring that we have the necessary capaci:es to 
deliver high quality playing and par:cipa:on opportuni:es; this involves engagement with the 
government, communi:es, businesses, schools and other ins:tu:ons to provide sustainable access to 
par:cipa:on (playing and non-playing) opportuni:es. 

For	more	informa8on,	please	contact:	
Pisa Vongdeuanpheng (Lao) or Stephanie Kim (English) 
Phone: +856 21 315 795 
Email: info@laorugby.com 
Website: www.laorugby.com 

Editors:	Images	are	available	upon	request.
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