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Vien,ane,	Laos,	8	June	2018:	Last	month,	Lao	Rugby	Federa,on	(LRF)	Coaches	and	staff	members,	Ms.	
Viengsamai	Souksavanh	and	Ms.	Lao	Khang	earned	their	World	Rugby	Coach	Educator	cer,fica,ons,	
becoming	the	first	female	World	Rugby	Educators	in	Laos.	Souksavanh	and	Khang	spent	several	weeks	
in	May	aOending	Hong	Kong	Rugby	Union	(HKRU)	trainings	and	ac,vi,es,	ul,mately	culmina,ng	in	the	
World	Rugby	Coach	Educator	course	hosted	by	HKRU	17-20	May.		

With	 the	 assistance	 of	 HKRU	 trainers	 and	 staff,	 Souksavanh	 and	 Khang	 have	 been	 preparing	 for	 the	
World	Rugby	Coach	Educator	cer@fica@on	tes@ng	for	years,	aBending	numerous	World	Rugby	trainings	in	
coaching,	first	aid,	officia@ng,	and	strength	and	condi@oning	 in	Laos	and	 in	the	region.	With	their	new	
cer@fica@ons,	 Souksavanh	 and	 Khang	 are	 now	 qualified	 to	 deliver	 high-quality	 interna@onal-standard	
training	and	educa@on	for	the	LRF’s	growing	cadre	of	coaches	across	Laos.	 	Souksavanh	and	Khang	will	
now	be	able	to	lead	World	Rugby	Level	1	coaching	courses	and	support	coaches	in	their	na@ve	Lao	and	
Hmong	languages,	respec@vely.		

Previously,	the	LRF	relied	upon	support	from	neighboring	unions,	including	HKRU	and	Thai	Rugby	Union	
(TRU),	to	provide	educators	and	ongoing	support	for	training	and	educa@on,	but	with	three	cer@fied	Lao	
Educators,	HKRU	trainers	will	now	shiQ	their	focus	on	suppor@ng	the	Educators	to	con@nue	to	provide	
high	quality	trainings	in	na@onal	and	local	languages	and	to	provide	ongoing	support	to	the	Lao	Na@onal	
Team	Leadership	CommiBee,	a	group	of	Lao	Coaches	working	toward	their	World	Rugby	Level	3	Coach	
creden@als.	 	The	LRF	is	also	grateful	to	have	HKRU	and	TRU	support	for	ongoing	match	official	 	training	
and	development.			

Souksavanh	is	a	long@me	member	of	the	DAC	Lao	Women’s	Na@onal	Team	who	has	recently	worked	to	
become	a	world-class	 coach.	 Through	a	 series	of	 courses	provided	 in	partnership	with	HKRU	 in	2017,	
Souksavanh	earned	her	World	Rugby	Level	2	15s	and	7s	Coaching	Cer@fica@on	and	was	selected	to	act	as	
Head	Coach	for	the	DAC	U17	Lao	Women’s	Na@onal	Team	at	the	Asia	Rugby	U17	Sevens	in	Dubai.	While	
in	 Dubai,	 Souksavanh	 led	 her	 team	 to	 victories	 over	 Malaysia,	 the	 Philippines,	 and	 the	 United	 Arab	
Emirates,	making	 the	compe@@on	 the	most	 successful	 in	 Lao	Na@onal	Team	history.	 	 Souksavanh	also	
supported	as	a	trainer	at	ChildFund	Pass	It	Back	Coach	trainings	in	Laos	and	Vietnam	over	the	past	year	
where	more	than	100	young	coaches	were	trained	at	the	bronze	and	silver	tag	rugby	levels.	

Khang	is	also	a	veteran	of	the	DAC	Lao	Women’s	Na@onal	Team	and	works	as	the	LRF’s	Provincial	Rugby	
Coordinator	 for	Xieng	Khouang	Province.	Khang	began	her	rugby	career	by	par@cipa@ng	 in	community	
rugby	sessions	in	Xieng	Khouang	and	has	since	worked	@relessly	to	con@nue	the	expansion	of	rugby	in	
Northern	Laos.	Khang	currently	manages	over	70	Champa	Ban	powered	by	ChildFund	Pass	It	Back	teams	
and	more	than	50	coaches	delivering	weekly	rugby	ac@vi@es	across	the	province.	 	She	is	the	first	Xieng	
Khouang	Province	na@ve	and	Hmong	language	speaker	to	earn	the	@tle	of	World	Rugby	Educator.			

Souksavanh	and	Khang	are	both	important	role	models	and	leaders	in	the	LRF	community,	and	as	newly	
cer@fied	World	Rugby	 Educators	 they	will	 be	 able	 to	 provide	 increased	benefits	 to	 young	players	 and	
coaches	across	Laos.		The	LRF	would	like	to	thank	Hong	Kong	Rugby	Union	for	suppor@ng	the	trip	and	for	
the	con@nued	dedica@on	to	expanding	and	improving	rugby	in	Laos	by	providing	training	and	educa@on	
opportuni@es	to	leaders	of	the	Lao	Rugby	community.		
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“We	appreciate	the	support	from	all	of	our	partners	and	it’s	exci@ng	to	be	able	to	have	more	and	more	
Lao	Coaches	and	educators	coming	through	our	systems.	As	the	LRF	con@nues	to	grow	and	Souksavanh	
and	 Khang	 provide	 training	 to	 developing	 Lao	 players	 and	 coaches,	 the	 demand	 for	 the	 high-level	
training	 and	 support	 that	 HKRU	 con@nues	 to	 provide	 to	 Lao	 Rugby	will	 only	 grow	 in	 importance	 and	
impact,”	 commented	 LRF	 Rugby	 Development	 Manager,	 Pisa	 Vongdeuanpheng.	 Vongdeuanpheng	
became	the	first	Lao	na@onal	World	Rugby	Coach	Educator	 in	2017	and	provided	language	support	for	
Khang	and	Souksavanh	at	the	Educator	Training	in	Hong	Kong.		

The	LRF	would	also	like	to	thank	Chris	and	Adrienne	Garvey	and	Ka@e	RowboBom	for	ac@ng	as	hosts	and	
Sandy	Bay	RFC	U14s	Girls	for	funding	Souksavanh	and	Khang’s	trip	to	Hong	Kong.	Finally,	many	thanks	to	
Pla@num	Sponsor	DAC,	who	has	been	a	long@me	supporter	of	the	LRF’s	Elite	programme	gran@ng	rugby	
players	and	coaches	across	Laos	opportuni@es	to	travel	and	inspire	others.	 

Special	Thanks	to	Hong	Kong	Rugby	Union	(HKRU):		

Special	Thanks	to	DAC	Management,	LLC.:		
	

Special	Thanks	to	World	Rugby:		
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NOTES	TO	THE	EDITOR:	

About	the	Lao	Rugby	Federa,on	
The	 Lao	 Rugby	 Federa@on	 (LRF)	 was	 formed	 in	 2001.	 Since	 then,	 the	 LRF	 has	 gone	 on	 to	 gain	 full	
membership	of	Asian	Rugby,	associate	member	status	of	World	Rugby	and	most	importantly,	registra@on	
with	the	Elite	Sports	Department	of	the	Lao	Ministry	of	Educa@on	and	Sport	(MoES).	

The	LRF	 is	 the	governing	body	for	all	 rugby	ac@vi@es	within	the	Lao	PDR.	LRF	ac@vi@es	are	focused	on	
developing	 the	sport	 through	a	school	and	community	development	programme,	suppor@ng	domes@c	
and	elite	 teams	 to	 improve	and	developing	a	 sound	structure	 to	provide	 transparent	and	accountable	
financial	and	administra@ve	support	to	the	sport.	

The	LRF	mission	is:	To	provide	opportuni@es	for	men	and	women,	boys	and	girls,	social	and	elite	players	
and	 those	 in	 urban	 and	 rural	 areas	 to	 par@cipate	 in	 the	 sport	 of	 rugby,	 whilst	 ensuring	 that	 health	
benefits	and	personal	development	opportuni@es	are	realised	to	their	fullest	extent.	

The	LRF	understands	that	this	can	only	be	achieved	by	ensuring	that	we	have	the	necessary	capaci@es	to	
deliver	 high	 quality	 playing	 and	 par@cipa@on	 opportuni@es;	 this	 involves	 engagement	 with	 the	
government,	 communi@es,	 businesses,	 schools	 and	other	 ins@tu@ons	 to	 provide	 sustainable	 access	 to	
par@cipa@on	(playing	and	non-playing)	opportuni@es.	

For	more	informa,on,	please	contact:	
Pisa	Vongdeuanpheng	(Lao)	or	Stephanie	Kim	(English)	
Phone:	+856	21	315	795	
Email:	info@laorugby.com	
Website:	www.laorugby.com	

Editors:	Images	are	available	upon	request.
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