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Media	Release	
52	Youth	Coaches	Prac0ce	English	Skills	in	First	Rugby	and	English	
Camp	

Vien,ane,	24	June	2018:	 	The	Lao	Rugby	Federa,on	(LRF)	launched	its	inaugural	Champ	Ban	powered	by	
ChildFund	Pass	It	BackRugby	and	English	Camp,	with	52	Champa	Ban	powered	by	ChildFund	Pass	It	Back	
Coaches	receiving	intensive	English	language	training	paired	with	daily	rugby	ac,vi,es.	Having	completed	
the	 camp,	 Coaches	 will	 be	 able	 to	 usetheir	 newfound	 English	 abili,es	 to	 beQer	 understand	 in	World	
Rugby	training	and	educa,on	content,	to	interact	more	with	visi,ng	coaches	and	players	and	generally	in	
their	studies	and	as	leaders	in	their	communi,es.		

On	 21	 June	 2018	 the	 LRF	 hosted	 a	 ceremony	 in	 Vien0ane,	 Lao	 PDR	 to	 celebrate	 the	 gradua0on	 of	 52	
coaches	 from	 the	 inaugural	 Rugby	 and	 English	 Camp.	 During	 the	 previous	 three	 days,	 the	 coaches	
par0cipated	 in	 English	 training	 and	 assessment	 ac0vi0es	 led	 by	 na0ve	 English	 speakers	 from	around	 the	
world.	

Developed	by	the	LRF	and	ChildFund	Laos	and	sponsored	by	the	Bri0sh	Embassy	in	Vien0ane	and	Vien0ane	
College,	 this	 first	 Rugby	 and	 English	 Camp	 used	 principles	 of	 student-centered	 learning	 like	 the	 Coaches	
have	 been	 using	 in	 their	 ChildFund	 Pass	 It	 Back	 rugby	 and	 life	 skills	 sessions	 with	 players	 in	 their	
communi0es.	 	 .	The	result	was	a	4-day	experience	that	made	English	 language	fun	and	accessible	for	the	
young	Coaches	and	moved	coaches	and	teachers	alike.	“Some0mes	you	work	really	hard	on	something	and	
it	doesn't	turn	out	how	you	hoped,”	said	Casey	Morrison,	a	ChildFund	Laos	representa0ve	who	developed	
the	curriculum	and	served	as	a	 teacher	 throughout	 the	camp.	“On	rare	occasions	 like	 this	one,	you	work	
hard	on	something	that	ends	up	exceeding	your	highest	expecta0ons.”		

For	 Coaches,	 these	new	English	 language	 skills,	 including	 introduc0ons,	 numbers,	 parts	 of	 the	body,	 and	
rugby-specific	vocabulary,	will	open	new	doors.	“English	language	learning	can	help	us	feel	more	confident	
as	Coaches	and	as	leaders,”	commented	Boudsadee	Vongdala,	a	Coach	and	LRF	staff	member.	“Many	World	
Rugby	resources	are	available	online	 in	English	and	guest	coaches	oYen	visit	Laos	 from	the	UK	and	other	
English	 speaking	 countries.	 Having	 basic	 English	 skills	 can	 help	 us	 understand	 the	 materials	 and	 be]er	
interact	with	and	learn	from	visi0ng	coaches.”	

At	the	gradua0on	ceremony,	Coaches	displayed	their	new	skills	through	performance,	including	a	skit	and	
two	 English-language	 songs.	 Bri0sh	 Ambassador	 Hugh	 Evans	 and	 LRF	 President	Mr.	 Virayouth	 Rathikoun	
recognized	the	achievements	of	these	Coaches	by	handing	out	cer0ficates	commemora0ng	their	hard	work	
and	thanked	the	teachers,	assistants,	and	supporters	that	made	the	Rugby	and	English	Camp	a	success.	

Over	the	next	two	weeks,the	Coaches	will	par0cipate	in	the	biannual	Champa	Ban	powered	by	ChildFund	
Pass	It	Back	Coach	training,	two	weeks	of	rigorous	curriculum	where	new	coaches	will	have	the	opportunity	
to	 earn	 their	 Coach	 cer0fica0on	 for	 the	 first	 0me	 and	 veteran	 Coaches	 may	 earn	 a	 higher	 level	 of	
cer0fica0on.	As	part	of	the	training,	all	Champa	Ban	powered	by	ChildFund	Pass	It	Back	Coaches	par0cipate	
in	sessions	focusing	on	measuring	change,	first	aid,	and	safeguarding	prac0ces	in	addi0on	to	rugby	and	life	
skills,	 allowing	 Coaches	 to	 improve	 awareness	 around	 safety	 and	 improve	 access	 to	 first	 aid	 in	 their	
communi0es.	

The	 LRF	would	 like	 to	 thank	 our	 ChildFund	 Pass	 It	 Back	 partners	 including	 ChildFund,	World	 Rugby,	 Asia	
Rugby,	and	Women	Win	as	well	as	Australian	Aid	for	powering	ChildFund	Pass	It	Back	in	Laos.	Thank	you	to	
Princeton	in	Asia,	who	supplied	the	teachers	for	Rugby	and	English	Camp,	and	to	Vien0ane	College,	whose	
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generous	 loan	 of	 their	 facili0es	made	 this	 camp	possible.	 Finally,	many	 thanks	 to	 the	 Bri0sh	 Embassy	 in	
Vien0ane	 for	 their	 support	 of	 the	 camp	 as	 part	 of	 their	 work	 to	 support	 increased	 access	 to	 educa0on	
across	Laos.	

We	would	like	to	also	thank	our	generous	Champa	Ban	powered	by	ChildFund	Pass	It	Back	 	sponsors	DFDL	
Legal	&	Tax,	Coca	Cola,	Pot	Bellied	Pigs	RFC,	DHL,DAC	Management	LLC,	RedBox	Storage,	PROJECX,	Cairnhill	
Structures,	and	1765	Gemini	for	their	ongoing	contribu0ons	to	youth	rugby	in	Laos..	We	would	also	like	to	
thank	 the	 Friends	 of	 Lao	 Rugby	 in	 Hong	 Kong,	 ESF	 Kennedy	 School,	 Kowloon	 RFC,	 Sandy	 Bay	U14	Girls,	
Kukri,	 Escapade	 Sports,	 Streamline	 Sports,	 and	 Shrewsbury	 House	 for	 their	 support	 of	 the	 LRF’s	 youth	
programming	through	kit	and	equipment	dona0ons.		

Rugby	and	English	Camp	Sponsors:	

	

	

ChildFund	Pass	It	Back	Partners:		

	

	

Champa	Ban	Youth	Rugby	Community	Partners:		
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Now quality has a number.
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NOTES	TO	THE	EDITOR:	

About	the	Lao	Rugby	Federa,on	
The	 Lao	 Rugby	 Federa0on	 (LRF)	 was	 formed	 in	 2001.	 Since	 then,	 the	 LRF	 has	 gone	 on	 to	 gain	 full	
membership	of	Asia	Rugby,	 associate	member	 status	of	World	Rugby	 and,	most	 importantly,	 registra0on	
with	the	Elite	Sports	Department	of	the	Ministry	of	Educa0on	and	Sport	(MoES).	

The	LRF	is	the	governing	body	for	all	rugby	union	ac0vi0es	within	the	Lao	PDR.	LRF	ac0vi0es	are	focused	on	
developing	the	sport	through	a	school	and	community	development	programme,	suppor0ng	domes0c	and	
elite	teams	to	improve	and	developing	a	sound	structure	to	provide	transparent	and	accountable	financial	
and	administra0ve	support	to	the	sport.	

The	LRF	mission	is:	To	provide	opportuni0es	for	men	and	women,	boys	and	girls,	social	and	elite	players	and	
those	 in	 urban	 and	 rural	 areas	 to	 par0cipate	 in	 the	 sport	 of	 rugby	 union,	 whilst	 ensuring	 that	 health	
benefits	and	personal	development	opportuni0es	are	realised	to	their	fullest	extent.	

The	LRF	understands	that	this	can	only	be	achieved	by	ensuring	that	we	have	the	necessary	capaci0es	to	
deliver	high	quality	playing	and	par0cipa0on	opportuni0es;	this	involves	engagement	with	the	government,	
communi0es,	 businesses,	 schools	 and	 other	 ins0tu0ons	 to	 provide	 sustainable	 access	 to	 par0cipa0on	
(playing	and	non-playing)	opportuni0es.	

For	more	informa,on,	please	contact:	
Savanhxay	Xayyasone	(Lao)	or	Galen	Erickson	(English)	
Phone:	+856	21	315	795	
Email:	info@laorugby.com	
Website:	www.laorugby.com	

Editors:	Images	are	available	upon	request.	
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